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BUILDING A

TACO TRUCK
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Things To Know

requirements 
list

Your taco truck will have 
a list of items that must 
be included.

This will be a list of items 
for the floor plan and 
the walls. You will decide 
where to put everything!

This includes a COUNTER 
and open wall to serve 
customers.

Area & Perimeter

As you create the layout of 
the truck, you will need to find 
the area and perimeter of 
items from the requirement 
list.

Units will be the measurement 
used for perimeter and area.

Example:
-Perimeter is 24 units 
-Area is 26 square units 
 (or units squared).

geometry Design

Use your geometry skills to 
find the best solution to 
fitting all items into the 
truck

All cars and trucks are 
filled with geometry in real 
life. Use those ideas to 
help you make the best 
choices.

Math is everywhere!

Be PREPARED!
Your taco truck must make sense and fit together. 
Make sure you leave space for the driver to drive it!

TACO TRUCK PARTS
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TACO TRUCK PARTS
There are four major parts of the truck that you will build and design.

THE BASE 
This is where you 
create the floor of the 
truck.

-The truck base is bolded, 
but the paper is full size 
to help with keeping the 
truck together.

The WALL, piece 1 
Each WALL section 
contains two walls.  

They are folded to 
create the front, back 
and sides of the truck.

The WALL, piece 2 
They can be cut out to 
create a rectangle 
that fits exactly 
around the base of 
the truck.

The ROOF
The final part of 
the truck.

The size is just a 
little large so it can 
sit on top of the 
truck without falling 
apart.

BASE

WALL

WALL

ROOF

Each of the MAJOR PARTS will be on separate pieces of paper. They can be cut out 
and placed together to form a TACO TRUCK in the shape of a rectangular prism.  
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After you have created the layout, you will have to find the area and perimeter of items in 
the truck. Not all items will be exactly perfect, so estimate as close as you can.

More important things to know.
  

You will design the 
base using a bird’s 
eye view. Imagine 
looking straight 
down as you add in 
the furniture and 
lay it all out.

This is an example of a BASE floor plan. 

Counter
AREA: 15 square units
PERIMETER: 16 units

walkway
What is the AREA?

What is the PERIMETER?

Work Table
AREA: 10 square units
PERIMETER: 14 units

Storage
AREA: 3 square units
PERIMETER: 8 units

Driver Area
AREA: 9 square units
PERIMETER: 12 units

TACO TRUCK PARTS

Check Out Counter
What is the AREA?

What is the PERIMETER?
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rough draft: Instructions

Refer back to the 
directions and look 
at the examples 
to help you out.

The inside of the 
truck will look like 
the four walls 
have been laid 
down.

This is the BASE 
and main floor.

As you design the layout, you may 
have to turn your paper so the 
drawings match up on each side of 
the truck.

This rough draft will be used as a blueprint and will include all items 
from the Requirement List. The Requirement List will be included on 
the page.  Check off each item once you have included it.

A finished wall or base could 
look like this. Design carefully!

As seen on the previous page.
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rough draft: Blueprints
Create your rough draft of the taco truck. Check off each item after you add it to your truck. 

wall

wall
w

a
ll

w
a

ll
driver seat

work counter 

sink

oven

trash can

order counter 

stove top

window over 
order counter

Walkway down the 
middle of the truck.

EXIT out of the 
back of the truck.

cash register

supply cabinet

freezer
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driver seat

work counter 

sink

oven

trash can

order counter 

stove top

Final Version: requirement Lists

Item

Listed below are all the furnishing elements that must be included inside your truck. 
Check off each item once it has been added in your truck.

Walkway down the 
middle of the truck.

EXIT out of the 
back of the truck.

cash register

supply cabinet

freezer

window over 
order counter

completed Item completed
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The inside walls of the taco truck are where you will continue designing from your floor plan. 
MAKE SURE you keep enough space over the ORDER COUNTER so it can be cut open later.

Final Version: Walls
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Include any remaining items that could go on the roof and ceiling.    

Final Version: Roof & Ceiling

The dark outline is the roof truck.  There is a single row of units that will hang 
over the side. This is because the roof will sit on top of the walls. 

You may cut down the roof sides once you see how it fits on top of the truck.
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driver seat

work counter 

sink

oven

trash can

order counter 

stove top

Walkway down the 
middle of the truck.

EXIT out of the 
back of the truck.

cash register

supply cabinet

freezer

window over 
order counter

Find the AREA, PERIMETER, and SHAPE of each item in the truck.
Fill in the information below.

Item PERIMETER AREA shape

TACO TRUCK size
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driver seat

work counter 

sink

oven

trash can

order counter 

stove top

Find the AREA, PERIMETER, and SHAPE of each item in the truck.
Fill in the information below.

Item PERIMETER AREA shape

TACO TRUCK size
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Walkway down the 
middle of the truck.

EXIT out of the 
back of the truck.

cash register

supply cabinet

freezer

window over 
order counter

Find the AREA, PERIMETER, and SHAPE of each item in the truck.
Fill in the information below.

Item PERIMETER AREA shape

TACO TRUCK size
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building 3D Appliances & Furniture

First: Make sure your furniture size 
matches what you created in your truck.

It’s time to build your appliances by creating three dimensional shapes.
There are two blank graphing sheets provided. 

second: 3D (three dimensional) means 
you’ll have to design on all the sides (or 
most of them).  Minecraft and LEGOS are 
good examples.  

Third: Don’t cut out the net until you are 
sure you have enough. Map out what you need.

fourth: Tape your shapes together. 
You can try glue, but it might not work as 
well.

fifth: DON’T get discouraged! This is a very 
difficult element of design. It will take you a 
while to master it...but you can do it!

For this counter, I would cut out on my 
dotted line and tape the 4 sides together.

WALLS: If you created walls--add those!

you may have a better way to make
3d appliances and furniture.
Do what works best for you!

REMEMBER:
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three-dimensional pieces
Use this graph paper to create your own three-dimensional appliances for the truck.
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three-dimensional pieces
Use this graph paper to create your own three-dimensional appliances for the truck.
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Great work! You’ve designed the inside of the taco truck and it is amazing!  
Now you need to make the outside look just as good.

BE CAREFUL with coloring!
-ONLY USE crayons or colored pencils.
-Markers could bleed through and ruin 
the inside.
-Look at some pictures of food trucks 
to see what the outsides look like.

WINDOWS and DOORS
-If you are up to the challenge, try 
cutting out where you have windows.
-Be patient and work slow. 

TIRES and SIDES
-Decide on the tires and where to put them.
-On the side of the truck you can add the 
business name, logo, and other marketing ideas.

TACO TRUCK Exterior

TACO TRUCK

Window Counter
-Remember where you will put the 
window counter as you design.
You can cut-out the entire side or 
create a fold up section.
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EXCELLENT! You’ve finished every single thing! 
Now, go back and add the little details.

-supply boxes
-cooking appliances
-garbage can (for the sidewalk)
-tables and chairs
-generator or butane tank
-signs
-hanging lights
-cones
-people

Your options are unlimited, so take your time as you 
create them.  You will be amazed at how much of a 
difference the littlest detail makes.

TACO TRUCK ExtRAS

TACO TRUCK

The little details will make your truck and 
business come alive. Add in all the extras 
that you’d find at real food stops.  Here 
are some ideas:

What are little details?
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Teacher Rubrics
Included are two versions of rubrics.

Choose the version that works best for your class.

The first is a single-point rubric.  If students are proficient in each category (running 
down the middle) you can circle the criteria.  If they exceed or need more work with each 
criteria, there is space for you to give a specific example. This version requires more 
writing (from the teacher), but works well if your school is not using traditional grading 
systems.

The second rubric is more traditional using a 5-point scale.  Teachers determine the 
scoring based on how they performed with the project, which is totaled at 25 points.  The 
two final criteria options are based on problem-solving and collaboration. Those do not 
have a score. Students either exceed, meet, or need more work. Extra space is provided 
to write in, too.

Student Reflection sheet
Included is a student reflection sheet that 
students may use at the end of the project.
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Project reflection

I can... Yes needs more 
work

I completed all sections of this 
project that were required.

I can apply decimals to my work and 
find totals using those decimals.

I can find the area and perimeter of 
an object I create.

I can connect area, perimeter, and 
geometry to real-world situations.

I can use problem-solving techniques 
to complete this activity.

I can use collaboration techniques to 
complete this activity.

name

The most challenging part of this 
project was...

My favorite part of this project was...

One thing that really surprised me was...

something I learned from a classmate was...
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scoring rubric

Area needs 
more work Proficient evidence of exceeding 

standard
Student completed the required sections 
of the project.

Demonstrates an understanding of 
decimals and applying them correctly 
when finding totals.

Demonstrates an understanding of finding 
area and applying it correctly.

Demonstrated an understanding of finding 
perimeter and applying it correctly.

Connects the concepts of decimals, 
perimeter, and area to real-world 
settings (running a business).

Applied multiple problem-solving skills to 
complete the activity.

Applied collaboration skills to complete 
the activity

STUDENT NAME:
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scoring rubric

Criteria MET standard Area needs 
more work

Student completed the required sections of 
the project.

5 4 3 2 1

Demonstrates an understanding of decimals 
and applying them correctly when finding 
totals.

5 4 3 2 1

Demonstrates an understanding of finding 
area and applying it correctly.

5 4 3 2 1

Demonstrated an understanding of finding 
perimeter and applying it correctly.

5 4 3 2 1

Connects the concepts of decimals, 
perimeter, and area to real-world settings 
(running a business).

5 4 3 2 1

Applied multiple problem-solving skills to 
complete the activity.

evidence of exceeding 

met

Applied collaboration skills to complete the 
activity

evidence of exceeding 

met

STUDENT NAME:
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The Taco Truck

wall

wall

base
roof
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base
roof

These are all four pieces of the truck.

walls

base

roof



©Digital: Divide & Conquer 2017

Building the truck

wall

wall

base
roof

After all the interior is completed, you can design the exterior.

both walls
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base
roof

Line up the walls and floors to make sure they match.

wall

base
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base
roof

Line up the walls and floors to make sure they match.

wall

base

opposite angle
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base
roof

Once set-up, the outside 
resembles a truck.

wall

base
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base

Build the appliances and furniture for inside the truck.

wall

base

cabinets
appliances

cabinets 
& counter
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Building the truck

wall

wall

base

Place your appliances inside the truck.

wall

base

cabinets
appliances

cabinets 
& counter
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Building the truck

Place your appliances inside the truck.

base

cabinets
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Building the truck

Don’t forget to add in all the little details. 

signs

cabinets

garbage can

details 
on the 
truck

Matter!
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Building the truck

base
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Base & floor plan

EXAMPLE


